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Ms Michaela Inglis, Board member of ICS, has spent the last two years

as Head of Mathematics at Yew Chung International School (YCIS), a

bilingual Mandarin/English School in Hong Kong. 

Since commencing at the YCIS Ms Inglis has undertaken significant

professional development in bilingual education. Recently she shared

with me some insights that she gained from her reading of, Bilingual

and Multilingual Learners from the Inside-Out: Elevating Expertise in

Classrooms and Beyond (Schofield and McGeary, 2016). I thought I

would also share those insights with our School community.

Despite over one hundred years of research that has revealed the

tremendous benefits of language learning upon intellectual

development, many myths about bilingualism/multilingualism continue

to be perpetuated in the general population. 

FROM THE PRINCIPALDATES FOR THE

DIARY

Last Day Term 1

Thursday 1st April

Students Commence

Term 2

Monday 26th April

Chinese Language

Spectacular

Wednesday 8th December



Myth 1:  Bilingualism/multilingualism can negatively affect a child’s intelligence and academic performance.

Myth 2:  Children really only have the capacity to focus on one main language at a time.

Myth 3:  If a child attends a school in English, it is important for parents to start speaking English to them in

order to assist their child better adjust.

Myth 4:  A child’s Mother tongue is not as important as English.

Research has shown that learning more than one language benefits brain development and other cognitive

functions. This is supported by a specific study by Thomas and Collier (1997) which examined student

achievement in a bilingual learning environment. This study examined student achievement over 11 years with

42,000 participants. The study found:

Students in bilingual education settings out-performed students in monolingual

settings in all subject areas after 4-7 years of schooling.

The only programs found to be successful in enabling students to reach the

50th percentile for their first language (mother tongue) and second language

in all subjects were bilingual programs

Remedial ESL programs should be avoided due to their ineffectiveness.

The greatest factor in predicting achievement in a second language was the

amount of schooling in their mother tongue.  

Further benefits of bilingual education are outlined in the diagram below (taken from Schofield and

McGeary) :



It has not been uncommon in the past for parents to favour placing their children into a school where only

the ‘native’ language is spoken. This is done in the belief that this will help their child develop faster and

greater proficiency in that language.

As has been highlighted, educational research has shown this not to be the case. Learning in a bilingual

setting where learning is presented in both the mother-tongue and English provides greater contextual

meaning and understanding in students’ language development, and their overall academic performance. 

As has been communicated there was a need to adjust term dates to facilitate an extended period of

non-school time for construction of the Kiss and Drop zone. This is due to the clash between the

approved bus drop off point on The Avenue and construction at that end of the zone. Unfortunately,

there is little to no flexibility in the approved interim transport procedures as these have been dictated

to the School by local Council. 

While there were varying opinions among parents as to the best way to arrange the new term dates,

the following seemed to support parents with child minding concerns the best. The new Term Dates

(Terms 1 & 2) are as follows:

Peter Jamieson
Principal

CHANGE IN TERM DATES

Thursday 1st April 

Monday 26th April

Friday 25th June

Monday 12th July

Tuesday 13th July

Last Day Term one

Students commence Term 2

Last day Term 2

Staff development day

Students commence Term 3

I apologise once again to families who may have booked family vacations for the week commencing

July 12. The decision primarily was made to coincide with public school holidays, as vacation care

centres run during this period.

https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney
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AN ARTISTIC TOUCH

The new campus at St Leonards has many bare

walls which could benefit by some display pieces.

Miss Nguyen is the ‘Queen of Gumtree’ and located

and purchased for the school a number of tradition

style Chinese paintings to display around the

school. Over the next week these will be mounted

on display.

Further, local gallery owners and members of St

Paul’s Anglican Church, Philip and Marilla

Brackenreg, have donated a number of framed

prints of paintings by Clem Millward featuring

scenes from the Australian outback. They are also

approaching some local and renowned artists to

seek long term display of original works at the

School. We thank both Philip and Marilla for their

support of the School. If interested in visiting their

gallery it is situated at 479 Pacific highway

Artarmon and is opened Monday – Friday 10am –

5pm, and Saturday 11am – 3pm.

https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney


Year 1 have been enjoying the wonderful story,

Feathers for Phoebe by Rod Clement. This colourful

picture book tells the story of Phoebe, a small, grey

bird who longs to be noticed by others. She meets

Zelda who is a large and colourful bird who has no

trouble being noticed and runs a beauty salon. She

offers Phoebe a makeover that is sure to draw 

IN THE CLASSROOM

attention, but in the end, Phoebe learns it is better to be

yourself. This book is fantastic in encouraging children to

accept and be happy with themselves, just the way God made

them.

Year 2/3 have enjoyed a wonderful start to their learning this year. They have enjoyed creative endeavours

in Visual Arts lessons. Following the theme of cats, students used colour to create interesting artworks in an

abstract form. Their artistic skills are very impressive.

Year 2 is also having a great time in our Science lessons studying the changing properties of various

materials through bending, folding, inflating and stretching objects. 



Year 4/5 have also been producing some lovely artwork centred around this year being the Chinese year of

the Ox. In Chinese culture, the Ox is a valued animal. Because of its role in agriculture, positive

characteristics, such as being hardworking and honest, are attributed to it. Celebrating the year of the Ox

encourages these noble qualities within people, particularly those born in the year. 

That we can only fold a piece of paper six times (seven if we really try hard and apply a lot of pressure).

That once you change the shape of a paper clip it is difficult to return it to its original form. 

Once you stretch out a jelly snake it doesn’t quite return to its original length.

Year 2 has had rich discussions as they have discussed and documented their observations, thoughts and

ideas.

Through several experiments, we have discovered:



Early last week it was a rendition of that all time classic, ‘You Raise Me Up’ by

Josh Groban. For a boy who came to us two years ago with no English, it was so

encouraging to hear Charlie’s singing, remembering every word of the lyrics, with

such good pronunciation. Later in the week it was a new song, in Mandarin, a

traditional Chinese song about the Yangtze River. It is so pleasing to see Charlie

happy and engaged at School.

This edition we feature Sophie of class 2/3WT. Sophie is a very

conscientious student who loves to read. She has been enjoying our new

library facility at the St Leonards Campus, and even though the library is

not fully operational at the moment she has been enjoying reading books

from the collection. She is always polite and cooperative and sets a fine

example for her peers.

Charlie (Yr 3) has been exercising his

vocal cords around the St Leonards

Campus. Apparently, his grandfather

back in China has been training him via

the internet. 

COMMUNITY MEMBER OF THE FORTNIGHT

ICS’S RISING SONGSTER

A small number of students have on occasion lost their privilege to

lunchtime play on Gore Hill Park. This has been primarily due to ‘rough’

play and teasing of other students. While these misdemeanours have

been relatively low level, it is important that we are proactive in

addressing negative behaviours.

Our focus is on positive student relations built on respect and care.

Parents are encouraged to work with the school when issues arise so

that any problems can be addressed before they evolve into bullying

behaviours.

STUDENT BEHAVIOUR

https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney


In mid-February the School received an application for

enrolment, with the birthdate of the child just two weeks

earlier. ICS is becoming well-known locally and

enrolments are increasingly sought after.

Thus, enrolment interviews for Kindergarten 2022 have

already commenced. A number of families have accepted

a position for next year and a total of twelve interviews

will be conducted over the coming weeks. If you have a

child who is due to commence Kindergarten in 2022

please contact our registrar, Ms Keren Yu

(registrar@intcs.nsw.edu.au), to ensure that your child’s

enrolment is registered for next year. Similarly, if you have

a friend or relative who is interested in enrolment,

encourage them to contact the School. Time is of the

essence as places are filling quickly and the School

expects a waiting list to develop for enrolment in 2022

and into the future.

KINDERGARTEN 2022
ENROLMENTS

ICS teacher, Miss Karen Zhou, has happily taken up responsibility for coordinating the

Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC) this year. She has registered the School however her

efforts to gain information for students have been frustrated as the official website for the

PRC has not been able to be accessed due to technical difficulties with the site. 

Miss Zhou plans on visiting all classes next week to introduce this year’s PRC and inform

students on how they can be involved. More information will be sent home in the upcoming

weeks.

PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE

Recently the School purchased a large

number of Chinese reading resources. Dr

Liang discovered a local supplier who

supplied quality books at a very reasonable

price. These books are being covered and

processed and will soon be available to

students.

CHINESE READING
RESOURCES

https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney
https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney
https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney


“In Jesus all the fullness of God dwells in bodily form.” (Colossians 2:9)

CHINESE CHARACTERS OF THE FORTNIGHT


