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I recently heard the following poem over the radio while driving home from

school. I found it quite inspirational how the poem affirmed boys, and I

thought I would share it with our school community.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Annual Presentation

Assemblies

Wednesday 8th December

DATES FOR THE

DIARY 

Annual Picnic Day

Thursday 9th December 

(Depending on COVID

restrictions)

Kindergarten 2022

Friday 10th December

“I believe in the beauty of boys,

their grace, their poetry,

their bicycles, their secret worlds

in lanes and back streets,

the rush of their lives

beneath trees and on concrete,

their scraped knees,

their chipped skateboards,

their prayers and their lies,
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I believe in their shouts

c’mon to one another,

cursed graffiti in the air,

I believe in their daily heroism,

I believe in their string, the stones

and chocolate wrappers

left in their pockets

caught up in the washing,

I believe in their Thrasher mags,

I believe in their recipes

picked up off the internet

and the songs they write

that do not have a real-life melody,

I believe in the heart inside them,

I believe in the way they kick a ball,

I believe in them hugging

a dog’s neck with tenderness and love,

I believe in all their good intentions,

their dreams radiating from YouTube,

their eye for facts and details,

their head in the clouds,

I believe in them laughing,

I believe in them walking streets

and not wanting you to know

anything about them, nothing at all,

I believe in the chains they like to wear,

I believe in their running shoes,

I believe in their ways of seeing,

I believe boys are poetic beings.”

– By Mark Mordue ©

 

My prayer is that all boys in our school will grow into Godly men, knowing who they are, with the greatest

love and respect for others, especially the women in their lives.

“Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also love you and gave

Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”(Ephesians 5:1-2)

Peter Jamieson
Principal
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PARENT PRAYER GROUP

Prayer has been central to the growth and success of ICS. First and foremost ICS is God’s school, and he has

great plans for your children, whom he loves. Prayer intensified around the time when the School’s future

hung in the balance. Many parents attended the prayer group and also prayed outside this time which

resulted in the School receiving support from local Council for five year occupation of the St Leonards site.

We continue to face challenges due to bureaucracy, with the Slip Lane still delayed as we wait for final

approval of the plans from Traffic for NSW. It is time again to seek God in prayer, so the obstacles can be

removed and the School can move to full function.

It is easy to join the prayer group now as we are meeting online over zoom. This allows people to take a short

break from work to join for prayer. Prayer group is on Wednesday mornings. The Zoom invite below provides

a link to the weekly online gathering.

Topic: ICS Prayer Group

Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime

Join Zoom Meeting

https://zoom.us/j/97746998172?pwd=eDI1NE9va1NiZ013LzhpZ3lGMThZQT09

Meeting ID: 977 4699 8172

Passcode: k3Sfc6

http://intcs.nsw.edu.au/


PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE

Congratulations to all students who participated in the Premier’s Reading Challenge this year! The

Premier’s Reading Challenge is a five-month long challenge for students in both primary and high

school to participate. Students must either read a total of 30 (K-2) or 20 (3-6) books from the PRC

List and of their own choosing.

This year, students faced additional challenges, having been placed in lockdown for the final

two months of the challenge. With libraries closed, we had to turn to alternatives for reading. This

included an online website called Epic, which is free and available for students between the hours of

7am and 3pm on weekdays. On Epic, students can access a range of books, including some of those

books found on the Premier’s Reading Challenge List.

I thank parents for their interest, and for those involved, their time and efforts to help their child

read and log their books. At ICS, we are proud of our students’ interest in reading and their

continued habits of doing so. We hope it will continue and we are thankful for opportunities like the

Premier’s Reading Challenge helping children commit to reading more.

Below is a list of all participants who completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge this year:

Kindergarten: Michael, Alexi, Eva, Harper, Ernest, Jonathan, Sorcha, Joshua, Sansar, Jasper, Samuel, Justen 

Year 1: Isabelle, Isabelle, Abelton, Zephyr, Grace, Toby, Hannah, Isaac, Joanna, Jacen, Zara, Harrison, Carsten

Year 2/3: Grace, Lucas, Christopher, Alethea, Kristen, Josephine, Dejannah, Sophie, Esabelle, Olive, Jordan,

Max

Year 4/5: Zoe, Jeremy, Hayun, Elsa, Genevieve, Alice, Alycia, Luke, Skye, Alex

Finally, we must make a special mention and congratulate four of our Year 4/5 students who are recipients of

the Gold Certificate, because it is their fourth year of participation. Their certificates will arrive by mail to

school: Zoe, Hayun, Elsa, Alice 

Well done all, once again, and we wish you happy reading this term and through the upcoming

school break!

Miss Zhou

Premier’s Reading Challenge Coordinator

http://intcs.nsw.edu.au/




Students have been very busy in class with lots of

new learning taking place. It is the School’s policy

that teachers keep students engaged in meaningful

and relevant school work up until the last day of

formal schooling (Wednesday 8th December).

Photos from the classroom this week feature

Kindergarten enjoying developing their hand eye

coordination with throw and catch activities during

Friday afternoon sport; Year 1 enjoying reading time,

construction activities with geometrical shapes and

a Chinese memory game; Year 2/3 combining

creativity and Mathematical skills in creating their

very own original board games; and Year 4/5’s

lovely artwork featuring Koi Carp relaxing in ponds.

Also included is a shot of Miss Tang hard at work.

IN THE CLASSROOM



There was a backlog of Merit Certificates presented to children over the past week. Unfortunately, as

Chapel has not been able to be conducted over the past two terms the number of Merits presented has

reduced. 

Harper (x2), Declan, Justen, Michael,
Arnaud, Felix, Eva, Jasper, Joshua,
Sansar, Alexi, Eleanor.

Kindergarten
Merits:

Year 1 Merits: 

Bronze
Awards: 

Silver
Awards: 

Toby, Ellery,
Isabelle, Prischia,
Jacen, Isabelle,
Zephyr, Penny.

Zephyr (Year 1), Anthony
(Year 2/3), Esabelle (Year
2/3).

Anthony (Year
2/3), Esabelle
(Year 2/3).

AWARDS



CONGRATULATIONS





 COMMUNITY MEMBER
OF THE 

FORTNIGHT

LUNCHTIME PLAY

Students have enjoyed being able to run about again at

lunchtime on Gore Hill Oval. As students are required to play in

class groups the number of supervising staff has been

significantly increased.

This week we feature Anthony of Year 2/3.

Anthony was very excited earlier in the

week to be presented with his first Silver

Award (=3 bronze=15 merits). 

Anthony is a happy student who loves life.

He is very inquisitive and asks probing

questions on a wide variety of topics. He is

kind to others and enjoys positive

relationships with his peers. He is someone

to watch in the future, as he very well may

go on to achieve great things with his life. 

ANNUAL PRESENTATION ASSEMBLY

In the last week of Term 4 the School holds a special Presentation Day Assembly where certificates are

presented to students noting specific achievement throughout the year. In 2019 this formed part of the ICS

Chinese Language Spectacular. It was planned to follow a similar pattern for subsequent years.

Unfortunately, COVID disrupted our end of year celebrations in 2020 and again in 2021 so that an indoor

gathering of our entire school community was not possible due to the public health risk. 

This year on Wednesday 8th December we will hold class by class simple prize giving ceremonies. These will

be recorded along with an address from the Principal, and then made available on the School’s homepage.

It is the school’s policy that all students receive an award on the day. This acknowledges the wonderful

achievements of each individual student throughout the year. We look forward to celebrating a wonderful, if

challenging, year of learning at ICS.
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A small number of students will be absent from the assembly as

parents have booked to travel overseas the week before school

ends. All students are required to attend the Annual

Presentation Assembly and participate in the learning that

takes place in the final week of school. In future years parents

are asked not to book early flights out of the country but

ensure their children are in attendance right up until the last

day of Term 4.

ATTENDANCE 

Uniform has been worn much better by students over the past few weeks. Parents are thanked for their cooperation

in ensuring their children come to school well presented. One area of concern that remains is the length of girls’

dresses. The school dress is to be worn at mid-knee when standing. A number of girls have uniforms that are too

long or short. If parents are not handy with the sewing needle, there are shops within both major centres in

Chatswood, that can make the necessary alterations. 

UNIFORM

With Term One of the new school year not far away, please ensure that uniforms are in good condition and of the

correct size, particularly if your child has a growth spurt over the Christmas holidays. Uniform items must be

purchased from the School’s official uniform supplier, Cowan and Lewis, 1315 Pacific Highway Turramurra

(Monday--Friday: 9am--5pm; Saturday: 9am--12am).



School photos were forced to be delayed until

late in Term 4 due to COVID regulations which

up until recently prohibited external contractors

from entering the School. 

School photos must be ordered online by midday

Monday 22nd November at the latest. Parents

must use the QR code provided in the

personalised letter from the photo company that

was sent home with students earlier in the week.

It is anticipated that photos will be returned to

the School, ready for distribution, on Wednesday

8th December.

SCHOOL PHOTOS



The School invests in varying marketing activities throughout the year, but by far the most effective is our

lightbox advertising at Chatswood Chase. For the past two years our advertisement has appeared in the

carpark where it can be viewed by many shoppers as they come and go. The most recent updated lightbox

advert is now on prominent display at Chatswood Chase Carpark, GA level as cars exit onto Malvern

Avenue.

SCHOOL FEES AND CHARGES

MARKETING

In supporting families through the challenges of COVID the school Board had frozen school fee increases

for the past two years. The cost of education, particularly staff salaries, has continued to rise and for 2022

the Board has approved a modest increase in school fees.

The 2021 fee schedule has been attached to the newsletter email. The increase is reasonable, especially

considering there has been no fee increase for the past 3 years. 



P&F LIBRARY
FUNDRAISER

Students were very excited when the new library

furniture, purchased with funds raised by the Parents &

Friends Association, arrived at the school. Further, over

$1,500 worth of new books have arrived, purchased as

well with funds raised by the P&F. More books are on

their way.

A huge thank you to the P&F team for their efforts in the

fundraiser which netted over $15,000, without which such

wonderful furniture and resources would not be available

to students. 
The School now plans to hold the annual ICS picnic

day for students and interested parents on Thursday

9th December. Last year our school community

enjoyed a wonderful day at the zoo. Up until recent

weeks excursion were not permitted according to

the public health orders and as such we are still to

confirm a location and the activities. More

information will be sent home over coming days. I

encourage all parents to put the date in their diaries

and join us for a celebratory community event.

ANNUAL SCHOOL PICNIC
DAY 



SOME FEATHERY FRIENDS 

Students are fortunate to encounter some wonderful birdlife around our school campus at St Leonards. In

particular there is a pair of brush turkeys that frequent the cemetery and regularly visit the school grounds. It

was delightful to encounter one of their babies making itself at home on the rear veranda of the ground

floor.

 Did you know that brush turkeys do not sit on their eggs to incubate them? Instead, they scrape up mulch

and build a compost pile in which they lay their eggs. The heat of the decaying matter provides the warmth

for incubation. When the chicks hatch they make their way to the surface and pretty much fend for

themselves from day one. 

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CARE

Recently all parents received an email from the School inviting applications for Before/After school Care in

2022. There will be an increased demand for the service next year, with spaces limited to a maximum of 25

per session, so parents are urged to make application via the online link provided in the email that was sent

out on 11th November. It is anticipated that Before/After School Care will be held on the St Leonards site

next year.



STATIONARY 2022

In response to parental feedback the School has decided to manage student stationery in a different

manner for 2022. As in previous years Kindergarten and Year 1 will be required to purchase a full stationery

pack from school. From Years 2-6 the school will provide a stationery list (included below) and parents will

need to purchase the required stationery for the own children. Please buy quality products, as the cheaper

items can be substandard.

The requirements are listed below.

Kindergarten Stationery Pack - $52; Year 1 Stationery Pack - $40 (assuming Year 1 students have earphones

and mini-whiteboard from the previous year). Kindergarten/Year 1 parents are asked to transfer the relevant

amount by direct bank transfer to the School’s account:

Account name: International Chinese School

BSB: 032000

Account No: 679195

Ref: KSP + name (family name and student name).

Please send a copy of the transfer receipt to stephanie.jefferson@intcs.nsw.edu.au .

Note: Individual stationery items will not be available through the School.

Items to be purchased by parents for their child according to their grade

mailto:stephanie.jefferson@intcs.nsw.edu.au


Year 2 

HB pencils (x4)
Set of 12 coloured pencils
(Crayola)
Sharpener – 2 holes barrel
Erasers (x2)
Glue sticks (35g) (x4)           
Ruler – 30cm, clear
Scissors – small, safety round end
Display folders (red, blue, yellow,
black)
A4 mesh zipper document bag (x4)
Mini whiteboard 
Whiteboard markers – pack of 4
Whiteboard eraser
Headphones

Years 3-6

HB pencils (x4)
Set of 12 coloured pencils (Crayola)
Sharpener – 2 holes barrel
Erasers (x2)
Glue sticks (35g) (x4)           
Ruler – 30cm, clear
Scissors – large, safety round end
Display folders (red, blue, yellow,
black)
A4 mesh zipper document bag (x4)
Mini whiteboard 
Whiteboard markers – pack of 4
Whiteboard eraser
Headphones
Maths Geometry Set
Calculator (Basic)
Dictionary 

     
Yr 3/4: Australian Middle   
Primary Oxford Dictionary and
Thesaurus (ISBN9780190311957).
Yr 5/6: Australian Integrated Primary
Oxford Dictionary & Thesaurus (ISBN:
9780190302689)

Each year the School supports the Anglicare

Christmas appeal that helps struggling families

enjoy Christmas. This year we are encouraging each

child in the School to donate a Christmas gift for a

less fortunate child. Students are asked to bring to

school and place under the Christmas tree in

reception a gift item (eg. toy, book, game) that is

NEW. The gift should be wrapped with a gift card

that provides guidance on gift suitability (eg. Boy

aged 5-7, Girl – Preschool). We ask that all items be

brought to school by Tuesday 7th December.

CHRISTMAS GENEROSITY

STATIONARY 2022 CONTINUED


