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It was wonderful to see our students return to school bubbling with

excitement ready for a new year of learning.

Miss Nguyen welcomed her classes (K&1) with her room decorated for

Chinese New Year. Her students were thrilled and motivated for a

great start to the year.

This is the year of the Tiger. As I visited classrooms on the first day of

term I encouraged students to approach their studies this year with the

focus, tenacity and strength of a tiger.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

DATES FOR THE

DIARY

Parent information
Evening
Thursday 17th February

Term 1 Ends

Friday 8th April

ICS Chinese Language

Spectacular/Presentation

Evening

Wednesday 7th December

Term 2 Students Return

Wednesday 27th April



Dr Liang has planned some wonderful New Year activities culminating in our annual Chinese New Year

celebration on Wednesday 16th February. Students have been invited to wear their traditional clothes, 

Tangshuang (boys), Qipao (girls). Unfortunately, due to COVID we won’t be able have our parents join for

the assembly and activities.

Peter Jamieson
Principal

"Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise

his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvelous deeds among all peoples." 

(Psalm 96:1-3).

 

 

 



We welcome all new students to the School. In particular our Kindergarten students who no doubt were most

nervous about their new beginnings.

We warmly welcome the following students and wish them God’s richest blessings for the year ahead:

WELCOME TO ICS

Kindergarten: Harey, Meilin, Charlie, Tang-Yan, Mary, Poem, Heidi, Hudson, Elliott, Aiden, Aran, Kenji, Jasper,

Bella, Maria, Luke, Monica, Ruby, Derek, Elizabeth, Evelyn

Year 1: Nate

Year 3: Joseph

Unfortunately there are several cases of COVID among students since the beginning of term. This is the first

instance of student infection while at school since Covid came to our shores nearly two years ago. All seven

cases to date have been mild and our prayer is that this continues to be the case for future infections.

No matter how thorough the School’s COVID management plan is further cases would appear inevitable.

Parents are asked to ensure they perform a RAHT with their children on Monday and Wednesday mornings

(or last thing the night before) before bringing them to school. It would be wise to set a repeating alarm for

Mondays and Wednesdays on your mobile phone.

A positive result means 7 days isolation from the time of the test. Parents must also notify the School and

report the positive result on the Service NSW website. After 7 days isolation, students are still required to

produce a negative test result and be symptom free prior to return to school.

Further, parents are encouraged to ensure their children are double vaccinated as soon as possible, as this

has proved the best line of defence in combatting the virus.

COVID



AWARDSMerit
Class merit awards are presented at weekly Chapel services. The emphasis in presenting merits is

acknowledging students who have made the most of their God given abilities, interests and opportunities

during the week.

Kindergarten:

Year 1:

Elliot for settling well into Kindergarten class routine.

Tang Yan for settling well into Kindergarten class and making
new friends

Jonathan for Being a helpful and caring member of Year 1
class.



This edition we feature one of our new

Kindergarten students, Evelyn.

Evelyn has made a wonderful start to ‘big

school’. She arrives each morning wearing her

uniform with pride, and is a happy and

enthusiastic member of the class. Evelyn is

kind and caring and is making some good

friends. She gives her best in all activities she

completes in class. Her mum and dad must be

very proud of her.

COMMUNITY MEMBER OF
THE FORTNIGHT



Classrooms have been a hive of activity with students engaged in meaningful learning activities. The photographs

found throughout the newsletter provide a glimpse into classrooms over the first couple of weeks of term.

IN THE CLASSROOM



It is the fundamental belief of our School

Board that ICS first and foremost is God’s

school.

God takes great delight when we talk to Him

(Pray) and He has been faithful in answering

the many prayers of our community over the

years, not the least of which with ICS’s

relocation to St Leonards.

PARENT PRAYER GROUP

Since the early days parents have met weekly to

pray for the school. All are welcome to join the

parent prayer group on Wednesday mornings

from 9:30 - 9:45am.

Parent prayer group meets on Zoom weekly. The

link is provided through the WhatsApp parent

prayer group. If you would like to join the parent 

With the growing school, there are more students attending BASC this year. A reminder that students need

to bring a snack for afternoon tea and some for breakfast if they do not have time to eat before leaving

home.

The School has already sent home to parents the procedures for drop-off/pick-up. A reminder that students

must be collected by 6pm. There is a hefty charge if parents turn up later than this time. 

Also, a reminder that as advertised parents must pay for all sessions booked for the term, whether a student

attends or not.BASC invoices for Term 1 Weeks 1-5 have been issued for payment in advance. Please pay

promptly.

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CARE (BASC)
 

prayer group please email the Principal with your phone number and he will arrange for a group

invite to be sent to you.

https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney
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https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney
https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney


The library is looking great as we start the new academic year. The furniture funded through the P&F

fundraiser is in place and new library resources also funded by the P&F are hitting the shelves.

We are very happy to welcome Mrs Poy back to the teaching staff this year. Mrs Poy will be our teacher-

librarian managing the library and teaching library lessons to students. These lessons will align with work

being undertaken in class. Mrs Poy will focus on fostering a love of reading as well as using all media

(printed and digital) in developing research skills. Central to this will be identifying reliable sources, so

important in this digital age.

Miss Zhou will continue to coordinate the Premier’s Reading Challenge and no doubt will be circulating more

information in the near future.

LIBRARY



Chapel commences this year on Monday afternoons from 2:10-2:40pm. While the risk of COVID infection is

present, Chapel will be online with students attending via Zoom from their classrooms.

Mrs Poy who has school Chaplaincy training and experience will be coordinating our weekly Chapels. Weekly

Merit Awards will also be presented to students.

CHAPEL

Willoughby City Council has provided a resource

(attached to end of this newsletter) focusing on

Road Safety Around Schools. This is timely given

the start of a new school year.

The School has management plans in place to

keep students safe as they are dropped

off/picked up from School or the bus transfer 

ROAD SAFETY AROUND SCHOOLS



Please drop your child in the designated time slot for his/her class. This avoids congestion.

Do not exit your vehicle as staff will lead your child safely to and from your vehicle.

Leave promptly once your child is dropped/picked up.

Students are to exit vehicles from the passenger side only.

If you walk your child to school, hold his/her hand especially around roadways and the Kiss & Drop Zone.

If walking, walk around not through the internal carpark and Kiss & Drop area. I have already had to

gently scold one parent who is a repeat offender.

No student is to be dropped on the Pacific Highway under any circumstances.

location. Parents are expected to comply with the safety strategies the School has in place. Mrs Jefferson is

our School Marshal who ensures this peak traffic time is orderly and safe. Please follow her instruction as she

speaks with the Principal’s authority.

Some specific reminders for drop-off/pick-up of students.

Let’s partner together to keep your children safe as they travel to and from school.



Parents are reminded that if a student is absent to please inform administration (admin@intcs.nsw.edu.au)

and the class teacher (email addresses in Parent Handbook) via email on the morning of the absence. Please

include a reason for the absence. If parents do not wish to provide detail of the illness, ‘absent sick’ is

adequate.

Please bear in mind that by law children must attend school daily. If planning a vacation please try to

organise in school holiday time so as to not disrupt learning.

STUDENT ABSENCES

The School is at a point in its growth where it is

appropriate to introduce student leadership. As a

Christian school we desire to move the focus

away from popularly elected leadership roles and

emphasise leadership as servanthood with Jesus

as the ultimate example.

This year we will commence with School Captains

and Prefects drawn from Year 6 students. As Year

6 is small it has been decided that students from

Years 3-6 will elect two school captains (boy and

girl). The other three Year 6 students will hold the

leadership role of prefect.

Over the next two weeks students will discuss the

qualities of a good leader and consider the

example provided by Jesus. Those who desire to

be nominated for a position of captain will then

present a speech to Years 3-6, after which the

voting will take place. It is anticipated the voting

will occur on Friday 25th February.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Further, the School intends to introduce a leadership program from Years 3-6 which will require the

development and demonstration of leadership characteristics and skills. This program will culminate with

the attainment of the ICS Leadership Certificate which all students will be able to achieve. In future years

for a student to qualify to run for School Captain they will need to have attained the Leadership

Certificate.

mailto:admin@intcs.nsw.edu.au





