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Recently, I had the pleasure of teaching Year 3/4 while Mrs Chow

was away.. I am a firm believer in encouraging children to take on

challenges, so I decided to deliver a Year 7 level Mathematics’

lesson on Algebra. Our Year 3/4 students were very excited about

the challenge, but a little nervous when I told them there would be

a test at the end.

 

My expectations of the students were reasonable, and I was trying

to show them that when you break learning down into ‘bite sized’

pieces and relate it to previous knowledge and learning, all are

capable of success.

 

We started with the familiar, as all students had completed

mathematical problems with missing numbers (eg. 3 +   = 5,

students know that 3 +   2   = 5). We then discussed how the ‘box’ 
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simply took the place of a missing number and any shape or

symbol could do the same. Students were then presented with

the number sentence 3 + a = 5, therefore a = ?. All of the

students in Year 3/4 immediately answered ‘2’ and

understood the basics of Year 7 algebra. 

The class went on to complete examples involving addition,

subtraction and multiplication and to their joy, all experienced

success. The following day the class sat a Year 7 introductory

level test requiring them to solve 25 algebraic equations. All

students in the class scored 20/25 (80%) or above, with the

vast majority over 90% and 7 students scoring the perfect

100%. These 8 and 9 year-old students were very proud of

themselves and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.

 

One problem we face in society is that we often set goals too

low for our children for fear of failure. Students should be

encouraged to aim high, to challenge themselves and push

beyond their comfort zone. When such challenges are

structured in an appropriate way students find they are

capable of far more than they believed, and their personal

vision for life is enhanced.

 

As a Christian school, we want to encourage our students to

realise God wants them to make the most of the gifts, talents

and interests that He has given to them.

Peter Jamieson
Principal

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not

for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord

as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”

(Colossians 3:23-24)



AWARDS

The following students have made the most of their God given talents and

opportunities over the past fortnight and have received Merit Awards:

Kindergarten:

Tang-Yan, Monica (x2), Luke, Poem, Ruby

Year 1:

Joshua, Isaac, Alexi, Jasper

Zephyr, Grace H. (x2), Carsten, Ethan, Ellery

Year 2:

Year 3/4

Josephine, Kristen, Olive

Year 5/6

Alycia, Skye, Genevieve

Well done!

Merit



Bronze Awards

Ruby (Kindergarten), Joshua (Year 1), Grace (Year 2), Harrison (Year 2),
Prischia (Year 2)

 



COMMUNITY MEMBER OF
THE FORTNIGHT

This edition, we feature Adelaide (Year 3/4).

Adelaide is a humble and cooperative student

who navigates the school day with little fuss. She

possesses a wonderful imagination and produces

some very creative work. Adelaide has a kind and

caring personality that is appreciated by students

and staff alike.  



Kindergarten have participated in some very enjoyable practical learning in Science. Last week, they mixed

their own playdough. They then learnt about forces (Physical Science), through pushing and pulling their

playdough into different forms. Kindergarten students also explored colour as one of the elements of Visual

Arts. They painted with primary colours and mixed them up to make secondary colours.

Year 1 have learnt about the famous artist Vincent van Gogh and have produced some lovely art works of

sunflowers inspired by his painting technique.

In Mathematics, Year 2 have been using 2D and 3D shapes to create artworks and construct models.

Year 3/4 have been learning about equivalent fractions through folding and cutting strips of paper and

different fractions of a whole through playdough. They have also been researching and discovering that

different food products’ journey start from different locations. Did you know that the Woolworths long grain

white rice is a product of Thailand?

IN THE CLASSROOM



In Science, Year 5/6 students have been learning

about solutions and suspensions as part of

Chemical Science. Students conducted

experiments by mixing different solids and liquids

together to determine whether a solution or

suspension was formed. Students then tried to

separate these mixtures. In Chinese ,Year 5/6 have

been producing their own e-books. These will be

made available for other students to read and

enjoy. Luke’s e-book is featured among the photos

included in the newsletter.

IN THE CLASSROOM
CONTINUED



WriteOn is an annual writing competition open to all NSW primary students in Years 1 to 6. Students compose

an imaginative text of up to 500 words, using an image as the stimulus. This competition provides students

with the opportunity to become published authors and showcase their incredible creativity.

 

This year, students produced a narrative based on a stimulus image featuring a fair-ground competition.

Quite a number of students from our school entered the competition and produced some lovely stories. An

outstanding example was received from Grace in Year 2. Grace’s written piece featured vocabulary and

structure well beyond her age in a thrilling narrative entitled, A Fun Fair Game. Grace will be included

among other entries from the School. If successful their writings may be included in a published volume of

works, The Best of WriteOn 2022, which will be available for purchase from the NESA website.

 

Students from the School who entered the WriteOn competition included:

Year 2:  Ellery, Isabelle, Carsten, Ethan, Grace H.

Year 3: Grace C.

Year 5/6: Oisin, Skye, Alycia

WRITEON COMPETITION



A Fun Fair Game by Grace Ho



We have decided to trial the electronic distribution of academic reports this semester. This approach is

becoming more commonplace in schools. Parents will not receive a hard-copy of their children’s academic

reports from the School, but will have reports emailed home. In future years, the School plans to enable to

parent portal on our student management system, SENTRAL, and this will improve the distribution of reports

and enhance other communication between home and school.

Parents are asked to complete the online form circulated late last week to book times for parent teacher

interviews. A separate response is required for each child in a family. The interviews will be conducted on

Wednesday 29th June and parents have a choice between face to face at the School site or online

(Zoom)/phone.

STUDENT ACADEMIC REPORTS AND PARENT/TEACHER
INTERVIEWS



Year 6 students competed valiantly in the Kids' Lit Quiz virtual heat on Friday 10th June, coming

away with a prize for winning the 'Myths' round! Congratulations Alycia, Oisin, Luke and Skye!

Year 4 Library Monitors recently revitalised the Chinese section in the library. Check out the

before and after photos!

Digital citizenship lessons have begun in some classes. If your child brings home a family activity

sheet, I encourage you to continue these conversations about being safe, responsible and

balanced users of digital media.

A few reminders and highlights from the ICS Library in recent weeks:

LIBRARY

Please help your children remember to

return all their library books in the last

week of Term 2. 

Lastly, dont forget to continue the

Premier’s Reading Challenge over the

holidays! You can find PRC books at the

ICS library, local libraries and bookshops.

Please contact Ms Zhou if you have any

questions about logging in.



Insist children use computers in a public space in the home to allow parental monitoring. 

Ensure you have internet filtering software to prevent access to inappropriate sites. 

Set time limits for online usage. 

Recharge devices at night in parents’ bedrooms. 

Insist you have access to all online sites and social networking used by your children. 

Do not purchase a smartphone for your child until absolutely necessary (eg. later high school when

they may need to contact home when they are out and about). 

Do not simply give your phone to infants or children to entertain them or stop them whinging when out

and about.

Set the example. If parents are accessing inappropriate sites, your children will work this out and

follow it. 

 

Parental involvement in the safe use of technology is vital in keeping children safe online. Some tips for

establishing a safer home environment for online activity include:

 

CHILD SAFETY ONLINE

Information Technology is now used in virtually

every home in Australia. Children are active

users and face many dangers including

cyberbullying, stalking and exposure to

unreliable information or illicit materials. These

situations place your children’s emotional and

physical wellbeing at risk.

In library lessons, Mrs Poy has begun digital

citizenship lessons with some classes. This

proactive approach seeks to encourage

children to be responsible users of the internet,

showing Godly respect and love for others in

their online community. Further, the lessons

help students enjoy the benefits of going

online while having the skills and knowledge to

identify and avoid the risks.



We thank St Stephen’s Anglican Church, Willoughby, for making their premises available for school use as a

bus transfer location. 

 

Rev Prashanth Colombage and his team have provided great support and assistance throughout the formal

approval process. They have been a delight to work with and we look forward to a growing partnership

between the Church and School. 

 

If you are interested in visiting a local church, or involving your children in some kid’s programs, I suggest

you visit St Stephen’s website (https://st-stephens.com.au).

ST STEPHEN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH

https://st-stephens.com.au/


PARENTS AND FRIENDS
ASSOCIATION 

To facilitate relationships among families, class networking coordinators were appointed as follows:

Kindergarten             Louise (mother of Hudson)

Year 1                        Nancy

Year 2                       Simon

Year 3                       Mei Ann

Year 4                       Deb (mother of Tegan)

Year 5/6                   Eva (mother of Skye and Kristen)

 

It is planned for each class to have their own family networking event in the near future. Please contact

your relevant class coordinator so you can be included on the class WhatsApp chat group.

It was decided that this year’s fundraising project would be the installation of artificial lawn on the play

area between the school buildings and the security fence overlooking the Kiss and Drop Zone. The

Principal is obtaining quotes for the supply and installation of the artificial turf and this will guide the P&F’s

fundraising goal. 

School Photo Day will occur this Thursday 23rd June. Please ensure

your child has all items of winter uniform, including blazers and

jumpers, fresh and clean for the occasion. Please note that girls with

longer than shoulder length hair must have their hair tied back with

blue or red or white ribbon or hair-ties. No ornate hair decorations

for the photos. Boy’s top buttons done up and ties tight to neckline

with jumper under the blazer. All orders and payments to be placed

online (www.msp.com.au) and paid for prior to the day.

SCHOOL PHOTOS

The P&F met at Carolyn Finger’s home on the evening

of Thursday 9th June. In electing office bearers it was

decided for Simon (father of Hannah in Year 2) and

Nancy (mother of Isaac in Year 1) would share the

role of president, and Mei Ann (mother of Grace in

Year 3 and Isabelle in Year 2) was appointed

Secretary.

https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney
http://www.msp.com.au/
https://www.timeout.com/sydney/things-to-do/the-best-chinese-new-year-events-in-sydney


Finally, all necessary approvals and paperwork have been completed and construction of the slip-lane off

the Pacific Highway is set to commence the first week of July. It has been a long journey as the project was

ready to start in August last year, but bureaucratic process delayed this by 10 months.

 

The project will take 10-12 weeks (weather permitting) and when complete all students will be able to be

dropped/picked-up at the school site.

ST LEONARDS SLIP-LANE



Parents are strongly encouraged to provide healthy, nutritious lunches and snacks for consumption at

school. Children have been bringing foods such as chocolate, lollies, cupcakes and highly processed snack

food. Food’s such as these, high in sugars, food colouring and artificial flavourings have been linked to

health issues such as childhood obesity, diabetes and attention deficit disorders. In the classroom the

effect can be reduced ability to concentrate and impaired learning. 

 

With concern for students health and well-being, as well as overall progress in learning, the School

encourages parents to avoid highly processed foods and those with high sugar content. An example of

school day nutrition could include:

Crunch and sip: Carrot sticks

Lunch: Tuna and lettuce sandwich (whole meal bread), cherry tomatoes, sliced cucumber, apple

Recess: Yoghurt, rice crackers

After school (BASC students): Cheese-stick, banana

 

For drinking purposes students should only bring water.

 

Children can be fussy eaters, but habits for life are established in the younger years. Parents have the

responsibility to exercise their authority and ensure that children alone do not determine what foods they

eat.

 

For some practical ideas for healthy ‘lunchbox’ food visit https://healthylunchbox.com.au/healthy-lunch-

box-examples/.

STUDENT LUNCHES

The newly implemented procedures for student drop-off/pick-up at St Stephen’s Anglican Church have

been working well. Construction of the slip lane will not commence until the first week of the school

vacation so this week buses will be able to continue to drop/pick-up students from the School’s Kiss and

Drop Zone. During Term 3 students will be transported under staff supervision to and from the public bus

stop on Reserve Road. 

A number of parents are dropping their children directly to school and parking in surrounding streets. This is

not permitted according to our strict conditions of consent to operate on the site. All children being

transported by car need to be dropped/picked-up from the St Stephens Anglican Church site at

Willoughby until the slip-lane is operational.

SCHOOL DROP-OFF/PICK-UP ARRANGEMENTS

https://healthylunchbox.com.au/healthy-lunch-box-examples/


Our student leaders have been busy promoting the winter food drive to help less fortunate people in the

community. Students and families have been donating non-perishable food items. These have been brought

to School and deposited in the Anglicare Winter Appeal box at the front of classrooms. Food items will be

received for the last two weeks of this term, and the first week of Term 3. 

Further, on the last Wednesday of term (22nd June) the School will hold a mufti-day where students can

come dressed in casual attire. This privilege will cost a $2 coin which will be collected on the day and

donated to the Winter Appeal. 

ANGLICARE WINTER FOOD COLLECTION

Term 2 ends this Friday 24th June. The following week teachers will be involved in professional development

to empower them in their teaching. 

 

Students return for Term 3 on Monday 18th July with drop-off/pick-up arrangements continuing at the new

location, St Stephen’s Anglican Church, Willoughby. 

END OF TERM



A well established and renowned dance school operates of an afternoon at the St Stephen’s Church site. If

your child is interested in learning dance, then it could prove a very convenient option given students return

to the Church after school. This would be a non-school activity and parents are responsible for the

supervision of their child prior to the start of dance classes. Details of the dance School are attached to the

end of this newsletter.

DANCE CLASSES 




