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I love lying in bed at night and watching the stars through

my open window. My favourite is not actually a star but is

the planet Jupiter. Jupiter is brighter than any star in the sky.

 

Just over 2,000 years ago many people laid awake at night

staring through their open windows at a really bright star in

the sky. This star was much brighter than Jupiter and its rays

of light reached all the way down to Earth.

 

Some wise men who studied the stars believed that such a

bright star announced the birth of a King, and this one was

so bright it must be the King of Kings. These three wise men

climbed onto their camels and set out on a long journey

following the Star because they wanted to see this baby

King.

FROM THE PRINCIPALDATES FOR THE
DIARY

Year 6 Graduation
Assembly
Tuesday 6th December

Presentation Evening
Wednesday 7th December

Christmas Chapel
Monday 5th December

ICS Picnic Day
Thursday 8th December



Peter Jamieson
Principal

Some shepherds while they watched their flocks on a hill were

mesmerised by this amazing bright light in the sky. Suddenly an

angel appeared and told them, 

“For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall

be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful

Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the

increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the

throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it

with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and

forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7)

DATES FOR THE
DIARY CONTINUED

Last Day of Term
Thursday 8th December

gift ever. This baby was to grow and give his life so that we could know true freedom from sin and death and

share eternal life and relationship with God and others, just the way God meant it to be from the beginning.

 

My prayer is that each family of our school may know Jesus’ presence and peace this Christmas, and

celebrate the greatest gift of all time.

Students (Year 1-6) Return
Wednesday 1st February

Kindergarten Commences
Thursday 2nd February

“Do not be afraid, for see, I bring you good news

of great joy which will be to all people. For there

is born to you, this day, in the City of David, a

Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This is the

sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in strips

of cloth, lying in a feeding trough.” 

The Shepherds left their sheep and ran to see this baby, their

Lord. When they arrived at the stable it was just as the Angel had

said. There, sleeping in an animals feeding trough laid the baby

Jesus. This was no ordinary baby; he was the Messiah they had

been waiting for. He was the Lord God himself, come to dwell

among us in human form, to give all of us the greatest Christmas 



AWARDS

Kindergarten:

Aran, Maria, Tang Yan, Sorcha, Hudson, Jasper (x2), Bella, Charlie, Luke.

Year 1:
 Ernest, Eleanor, Declan, Jasper, Alexi.

Abelton (x2), Carsten (x2), Ellery, Isabelle, Jacen, Joanna.

Year 2:

Year 3/4
Esabelle, Enoch, Anthony, Olive, Josephine, Grace, Kristen,
Adelaide.

Year 5/6
Oisin, Alice, Genevieve, Alycia (x2), Luke, Ha Yun, Skye.

WEEKS 7/8

Merit



Bronze Awards

Eleanor (K), Lucas (Year 3/4), Ellery (Year 2), Grace (Year 2),
Mianka (Year 3/4), Jordan (Year 3/4), David (Year 3/4),

Josephine (Year 3/4), Alethea (Year 3/4), Zoe (Year 6), Oisin
(Year 6), Skye (Year 6), Alycia (Year 6), Luke (Year 6)



Silver Awards

Luke (Year 6) 
Alycia (Year 5/6)



COMMUNITY MEMBER OF
THE FORTNIGHT

This week we feature Year 1 & 5/6

Chinese teacher, Miss Tang. Miss Tang

is a gifted teacher who has worked

with most students from the School. 

 

Her commitment and ability as a

teacher was recognised by the NSW

Education Standards Authority (NESA)

when she was recently presented with

her official certificate of teacher

proficiency.  

Further, Miss Tang and the School were

overjoyed when she was granted

permanent residency status from the

Commonwealth of Australia. This has

been a long journey for Miss Tang who

has been in Australia on study and

temporary work visas since she was in

Year 10 at high school. Our nation will

benefit from receiving such a Godly

and upright citizen.

 

Next year Miss Tang’s role at the School

will broaden to include Chinese

Coordinator as well as providing music

classes to most year groups at the

School.

 



IN THE CLASSROOM

Kindergarten has been learning about different materials in Science. They made wind chimes using different

types of materials, such as plastic, card paper, foam, wood, wool and metal.

Year 1 has been learning about modern minimalist art and explored the artworks of the Dutch artist Piet

Mondrian. They created an artwork (capital letter from their surname) in the style of Piet Mondrian.

In Christian Studies this term, Year 1 has been learning about the Armour of God. The students worked

collaboratively in groups to make their Armour of God using recycled materials.

Year 2 enjoyed a special classroom Christmas market. Students supplied food items and activities which

could be purchased (play money in Chinese currency) by their classmates. It proved a wonderful learning

experience combining a number of different key learning areas. Year 2 have also been publishing some

wonderful English stories and are now authors. Ellery’s story is featured among images on this newsletter.

In the Statistics and Probability strand of Mathematics Year 3/4 learned about conducting a survey. They

visited other classes to gather and analyse the data.

Year 5/6 has been learning about the key elements in drawing, and they have been practising their

sketching skills. 



IN THE CLASSROOM



Semester 2 academic reports were emailed home to parents this

week. ICS, like most schools, has moved away from hardcopies of

reports in an attempt to preserve our environment. Parents who

wish to have a hard copy can print the PDF.

 

It is best to encourage your child regarding their academic

progress. The most important indicator is the level of effort your

child is making in class. If you have questions or concerns

regarding your child’s report, teachers can be contacted via email

or phone (8440 8450) up until 3pm on Friday 9th December.

SEMESTER 2 ACADEMIC REPORTS



As previously advertised the School’s Annual Presentation Ceremonies will be held on Wednesday 7th

December:

Kindergarten & Year 1  2:30pm - 3:30pm

Years 2-6   5:00pm - 6:30pm

 

Attendance is compulsory for all students at their relevant ceremony. The School's Presentation Ceremonies

are formal events and students are to be neatly groomed and wear full school uniform including blazers (no

jumpers underneath).

 

The School's presentation ceremonies acknowledgment the achievements of all students over the year, with

a focus on each making the most of their God given talents, interests and learning opportunities. All students

will be presented with a special certificate of achievement.

 

There will be several special awards. The Hudson Taylor Shield will be presented to the student who has

demonstrated the heart of Jesus through their commitment and application to their studies, a student who

loves and serves others, the student who most represents the values and character of the International

Chinese School. Further, two students are the first to have attained their Gold Certificates as a culmination

to their receipt of weekly Merits, Bronze and Silver Awards. Their Gold Certificates will be presented on the

evening.

PRESENTATION EVENING



Thank you to those parents who have already returned applications for before/after school care for their

children in 2023. While plenty of vacancies exist in the morning sessions, the afternoon sessions have been in

great demand and limited vacancies only exist on Thursday and Friday afternoons. If you need BASC services

please ensure you return your application promptly as the remaining places will fill quickly.

BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CARE (BASC) 2023

Class Start

Years 3-6

Kindergarten

Years 1-2

8.30am

8.45am

9.00am

Finish

3.00pm

2.45pm

3.15pm

Just a reminder that the start/finish times for 2023 are as follows:

SCHOOL HOURS 2023

This year the School’s first Year 6 cohort will graduate from primary to secondary school. Skye, Luke and

Alycia have been with ICS since Kindergarten and Oisin joined in Year 4 when his family returned from Hong

Kong. 

 

It has been a privilege to observe these students mature as was obvious through their contribution to the

School in their leadership capacities. On the evening of Wednesday 30th November these students, their

families and staff celebrated this milestone in their lives over a shared meal at a local restaurant.

YEAR 6 GRADUATION DINNER



During October Kenji (Kindergarten)

and his father took part in the Great

Cycle Challenge. This annual event

helps children fighting cancer by

raising funds for the Children’s Medical

Research Institute. Kenji first

participated as soon as he learnt to

ride a bike at 4 years old, and this was

his 3rd consecutive year in the

Challenge. This year Kenji rode a

cumulative total of 70km. Well done

Kenji on your achievement and the

care you have shown for children

suffering from cancer. Maybe next year

other students of the School can join

the cause and take part in the

challenge.

WELL DONE KENJI!

The slip-lane construction is now complete

and the works themselves have been

approved by local council and Traffic for

NSW (TfNSW). One process remains, the

subdivision of the small strip of land that

the actual slip-lane covers, and transfer of

ownership from Council to TfNSW. While

this is quite a simple process, bureaucracy

can take its time. Please pray that TfNSW

and Willoughby Council can finalise the

paperwork quickly so the slip-lane will be

ready for use day one in the new school

year.

SLIP-LANE UPDATE



Thank you to all the students and families for

their generosity in brining in ‘shoeboxes’ full of

small gifts for Operation Christmas Child. As

an expression of God’s love these gift-filled

shoeboxes will be distributed by the Charity to

underprivileged children in over 100 countries

around the world. 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

As is displayed on the Schools website students’ first day of School in 2023 is Wednesday 1st February

(Years 1-6) and Thursday 2nd February (Kindergarten). Teachers will be available from Monday 30th

January should parents wish to make contact prior to the commencement of school.

 

2023 STARTING DATE



Stationery requirements for 2023 were published in a previous newsletter. The lists are included again to

ensure students come prepared for School on day one next year.

Year 1 (2023) Stationery Pack - $40 (assuming Year 1 students have earphones and mini-whiteboard from

the previous year). Year 1 (2023) parents are asked to transfer the relevant amount by direct bank transfer to

the School’s account by Friday 18th November. This will allow items to be sent home this year for labelling

ready for the new school year.

Account name:  International Chinese School

BSB:  032000

Account No: 679195

Ref: Yr1SP + name (family name and student name).

Please send a copy of the transfer receipt to stephanie.jefferson@intcs.nsw.edu.au .

Individual stationery items will not be available through the School. Items to be purchased by parents for

their child according to their grade appear below:

STATIONARY

Year 2 Year 3-6

HB pencils (x4)

Set of 12 coloured pencils (Crayola)

Sharpener – 2 holes barrel

Erasers (x2)

Glue sticks (35g) (x4) 

Ruler – 30cm, clear

Scissors – small, safety round end

Display folders (red, blue, yellow,

black)

A4 mesh zipper document bag (x4)

Mini whiteboard 

Whiteboard markers – pack of 4

Whiteboard eraser

Earphones 

HB pencils (x4)

Set of 12 coloured pencils (Crayola)

Sharpener – 2 holes barrel

Erasers (x2)

Glue sticks (35g) (x4) 

Ruler – 30cm, clear

Scissors – large, safety round end

Display folders (red, blue, yellow, black)

A4 mesh zipper document bag (x4)

Mini whiteboard 

Earphones 

Whiteboard markers – pack of 4

Whiteboard eraser

Maths Geometry Set

Calculator (Basic)

Dictionary 

Yr 3/4: Australian Middle Primary Oxford

Dictionary and Thesaurus

(ISBN9780190311957).

Yr 5/6: Australian Integrated Primary Oxford

Dictionary & Thesaurus (ISBN: 9780190302689)

mailto:stephanie.jefferson@intcs.nsw.edu.au


Kindergarten

Year 1

Year 2

Year 3/4

Year 5/6

Tuesday 14th February

Thursday 16th February

Tuesday 21st February

Thursday 23rd February

Tuesday 28th February

To be decided

To be decided

To be decided

To be decided

To be decided

9.15am

9.15am

9.15am

8.45am

8.45am

MORNING TEA WITH THE PRINCIPAL

Mr Jamieson will be facilitating morning tea gatherings early in the new year. These will be organised on

a class basis and will allow parents an opportunity to get to know each other better as well as time to

chat with the Principal. The morning teas will be held in a local café (venue to be advised). For forward

planning purposes the dates for these gatherings follow:

Class Date Time Venue








