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DATES FOR THE
DIARY
Visit by Mayor Taylor
Tuesday 6th June

Queen’s birthday public
holiday
Monday 13th June

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
SCHOOL HOUSES
Our student leadership team expressed a desire on behalf of the
student body for the introduction of ‘Houses’ at the School. Houses
function in a similar way to teams and will encourage a healthy
level of competition within sporting events as well as during class.

Parent/Teacher interviews
Wednesday 29th June

Term 2 ends

In independent schools, the House system also plays a significant
role in the pastoral care of students.

I am pleased to announce that over the upcoming weeks the
School will introduce the ICS Houses. The school’s most significant

Friday 24th June

Term 3 students return
Monday 18th July

award for students is the Hudson Taylor Shield. Hudson Taylor was
a missionary who is widely acknowledged as the father of
Christianity in China. Hudson Taylor focussed on appointing native
Chinese to pastor and lead the fledgling Church. As a Christian

Year 5/6 Camp
Wed-Fri 19th-21st August

school it has been decided to name the Houses after significant
Christians who followed Hudson Taylor in the spread of Christianity
across China. The School Houses will be:

WANG

王来君

Wang Lai Jun
(1835-1901) ‘Hudson
Taylor’s brother in ministry’
Wang Lai Jun came to faith in Jesus through
Hudson Taylor in Ningbo in 1858. He worked
closely with Hudson Taylor and assisted him in
translating the New Testament of the Bible into
the local dialect. Wang served the church in
Ningbo and Hangzhou and was ordained in 1867.
He became the China Inland Mission’s first
Chinese Director and served as a pastor for 40
years. He was renowned as a man of godly
character reflecting Jesus in his life and
relationships.

SONG

宋尚节 (1901-1941) ‘China’s

Song Shang Jie
John the Baptist’

Song Shang Jie (known commonly as ‘John Sung’ in the
west), was born in the Fujian province in 1901.He
graduated from the local mission school and headed to
the United States to study theology. In 1927 Song had a
dramatic conversion experience that compelled him to
criticise the liberal theology of his professors. He was
renowned for his zealousness for Jesus.

Song dedicated his life to winning souls for Jesus and
travelled from end to end of China fearlessly denouncing
sin and calling for total faith in and radical obedience to
Jesus. He led hundreds of thousands to personal faith in
Christ. The effectiveness of his ministry was prayer. Song
rose early every morning and spent several hours praying.
People said he prayed as if Jesus was an intimate friend in
the room with him.

SHI

石美玉 (1873-1954) China’s

Shi Mei Yu
‘Little Doctor’

Shi Mei Yu (known commonly as ‘Mary Stone’ in
the west), was born in Jiujiang in 1873 of first
generation Christian parents. Shi undertook
medical training in the United States and upon
return to China became a well-known champion
for a range of social causes. For thousands of
years women had a second-class role in Chinese
society. She did all she could to lift women out
of their subordinate status. She cared for the
disabled and orphans and was one of the
founders of the Chinese Red Cross.

Affectionately known as ‘Little Doctor’ due to her
small stature, Shi was a remarkable Christian
woman, who was committed to church work and
evangelism. She was an important figure in the
Chinese church and became China’s first
ordained female pastor.

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
And lean not on your own understanding;
In all your ways acknowledge Him,
And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Peter Jamieson
Principal

WELCOME
We welcome Hannah (Kindergarten), Zane (Year 1) and David (Year 3) who joined the ICS community this
term. May they settle quickly into our school routine and may God bless their years of schooling with us.

UPCOMING VISIT BY THE MAYOR
Newly elected Mayor Tanya Taylor has accepted an invitation to visit the School on Thursday, 6th June. A
special Chapel will be conducted from 12:00-1:00pm where students will showcase their Chinese language
learning for the Mayor. As part of her visit she will also share with students about her role as Mayor of
Willoughby City Council.

I encourage our school community to pray regularly for our mayor, that God will give wisdom and boldness
as she leads Willoughby Council into the future.
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AWARDS

The following students have made the most of their God given talents and
opportunities over the past fortnight and have received Merit Awards:

Well done!

Kindergarten:
Bella, Jasper, Ruby, Heidi, Harvey, Charlie, Hannah

Year 1:
Ernest (x2), Jasper, Michael, Anthony, Zane, Eleanor (x2), Felix,
Abelton, Carsten

Year 2:
Isabelle, Harrison (x2), Grace

Year 3/4
Joseph, Tegan, Grace, Esabelle, David, Enoch, Connor,
Esabelle

Year 5/6
Oisin, Alice

Bronze Awards

Eva (Year 1), Jonathan (Year 1), Harrison (Year 2), Skye (Year 5/6)

COMMUNITY MEMBER OF
THE FORTNIGHT

This edition we feature sister and brother, Ellery
(Yr 2) and Jasper (K). Ellery and Jasper always
arrive at school with a smile on their faces eager
for a new day of learning. They are very caring for
their peers and both have a good group of
friends. Ellery and Jasper are polite and
cooperative with staff and they set a fine
example for the other students.

IN THE CLASSROOM
Students were very busy in week 2 of term preparing special surprises for Mothers’ Day. Kindergarten prepared a
lovely mini succulent garden for their mums, Year 1 made beautiful floral arrangements of Chuppa-Chups and
Years 2 and 5/6 made some special gift cards for the occasion.

Year 1 have wrapped up their unit, “Schoolyard Safari”, as they enjoyed their examination of minibeasts. They
were thrilled about their ‘Shrinky’ art key chain.

Year 3/4 has been learning about food and fibre production in Science this term. Students researched where
different produce (such as cattle and sugarcane) were located in Australia. They used the iPads to represent this
on a map of Australia.

COMMUNITY MEMBER OF
THE FORTNIGHT

HELLO MANDARIN CHINESE
SPEAKING COMPETITION
Over the past weeks, our student participants for the Hello Mandarin Speech Competition have been working very
hard to prepare for this event. Last week was the 1st round of the competition. All of our ICS individual participants
received scores over 80%. Our 23 individual participants got into the final round competition to compete with
other schools in their own age group. The final round of competition will be held on Thursday 19th May.

This is an on-site school activity where the children will be included in a video. News reporters from City Media
Australia will be recording the performances, which then will be viewed by other students and the general public.

We have witnessed the students grow more and more confident in their learning of Chinese and their interest of
learning has increased dramatically.

NAPLAN TESTING
Students from Years 3 and 5 sat their NAPLAN tests on 10th and
12th May. Students were tested in the areas of Reading, Writing,
Language Conventions and Numeracy. All tests, with the
exception of the Year 3 Writing test, were completed online, a
first for students of ICS.

NAPLAN is a point-in-time assessment that allows parents and
carers to see how their child is progressing in literacy and
numeracy against the national standard and compared with
their peers throughout Australia.

NAPLAN is just one of the measures that teachers at ICS use to assess student progress. The benefit of
NAPLAN is it provides real time comparisons on student literacy and numeracy skills across Australia. Our
teachers will be paying particular attention to NAPLAN performance to identify learning shortfalls that may
have resulted from the impact of COVID. These will then become the focus of teaching to ensure that any
gaps in learning are filled.

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION
Last year saw the successful launch of the ICS Parents & Friends Association (P&F). A great sense of
community grew through the group’s fundraising efforts which funded the purchase of furniture for the
library as well as books and resources.

The purpose of the P&F is twofold;
To raise funds for the School
To network families in fostering a sense of school community.

The first meeting of the P&F for 2022 was held on the evening of Wednesday 11th May.

We thank Deb and Adrian (parents of Tegan from Year 4) for hosting the evening at their home in Lindfield.

The next meeting of the P&F is tentatively scheduled for Thursday 9th June, 7-8:30pm at Carolyn Finger’s
home in Northbridge. At this meeting a President and Secretary will be elected and fundraising project/s set
for the year.

PE/SPORT
Students have enjoyed the return of SportsPro, to deliver the weekly PE/Sport program. Each Friday
morning SportPro staff deliver specialised PE lessons to our students. K-2 students are involved in a Games
Sense program where the focus is given to develop skills such as throwing, catching, kicking and hitting.
Years 3-6 further develop these skills and apply these to a modified game situation, particularly enjoying a
game of soccer in Week 2.

STUDENT ACADEMIC REPORTS AND
PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS
Semester One reports are presently being formatted and teachers will commence assessments and writing
reports over the upcoming month. Reports will then be distributed on the last day of term.

Parent/Teacher interviews will be conducted in the first week of the winter vacation. Interviews will be
scheduled between 10:00am and 5pm on Wednesday 29th June. These interviews will be conducted on the
School site at St Leonards. For parents unable to attend the site, Zoom/phone interviews will be an option.
For those who may have booked a holiday in that week the Zoom option may work, or an alternate time
can be arranged in the first few weeks of term.

LUNCHTIME PLAY
Now that the rain has finally lifted, Kindergarten are enjoying their opportunity to join with the rest of the
School for lunchtime play on the Gore Hill Oval. Additional staff supervision has been allocated to ensure a
safe transition into the playtime activities.

A number of students have been unable to play with their friends on the oval at lunchtime as they have
forgotten to bring their play hat to school. Could parents please ensure that the play-hat is in their
children’s schoolbag every day.

UNIFORM
A few aspects to be highlighted in regard to uniform. Blazers and formal school hats are to be worn to and
from school. Kindergarten students should wear blazer in car to make efficient drop off at school. Girls
must wear navy tights or navy long socks worn at knee level. No nail polish or jewellery is to be worn to
school. Raincoats should be brought to school each day to ensure students remain dry.

YEAR 5/6 CAMP
Year 5/6 will be joining with students of Pacific Hills Christian School (PHCS) for a school camp to the
Bathurst region from 19th -21st August. This camp supports learning in Stage 3 (Year 5/6) History with its
focus on colonial Australia in the 1800s. Students will visit the historic Hartley site on the western edge of the
Blue Mountains; pan for gold on the Bathurst gold fields; as well as interacting with personalities from the
past, including a teacher in an 1800s schoolhouse, a genuine blacksmith, a baker and a dairy hand.

As the camp forms an integral component of History study in Term 3 it is compulsory for all students to
attend. Mrs Llewelyn will be accompanying her class and share supervision with other teachers from PHCS.
The full cost of the Camp is covered within the School service charge paid by families. More information
including the permission note will be distributed closer to the date. If parents have any questions or concerns

geraldine.llewelyn@intcs.nsw.edu.au).

these should be directed to Mrs Llewelyn (

We appreciate PHCS’s ongoing support of our school in allowing our students to join them for the Bathurst
camp, as it proved very difficult to book a site for the 8 students in Year 5/6.

CHESS CLUB
Chess Club recommenced this term with seven students participating in the Monday lunchtime session.
Chess Club is run by the external provider, Sydney Chess Academy. Booking and payments must be made
directly to the Academy. If your child is interested in learning to play Chess, or improving their game, please
refer to the flyer at the end of the newsletter for further detail.

